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731 Falcon 20
It’s got a super midsize cabin, 450-plus knot cruise speed 

and a sticker south of $7.5 million. But it’s getting harder to maintain.
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From its int ro d u c t ion in 1965 unt il
pro d u c t ion ceased in the mid - 1980 s ,
Da s s a u l t ’s Falcon 20 was a gre at ai r-

p l ane aw ai t i ng su i t ab le eng i nes. That se e m s
to be the con sen sus of oper ators of
T F E 731 - p owered Falcon 20 ai rcraft con-
tacted by B / C Afor this evaluat ion .

S t a rt i ng in March 1989, Garret t
Av i at ion, among other modificat ion cen-
t ers, beg an re m o v i ng the Falcon 20 ’s origi-
nal General Electric CF700 eng i nes an d
ret ro f i t t i ng them with 4, 500 - p o u n d - t h rus t
T F E 731 - 5 AR eng i nes in accord ance with a
Dassault Falcon Jet service bulletin devel-
o ped in con c ert with Garrett. The upgrad e
i n c re a sed range by nearly 50 perc ent and at
t he same time enab led the ai rcraft to meet
FAR Pa rt 36 Stage III noise limits.

But the power p l ant change did n ’t signi f-
i c antly improve every measure. For exam-
p le, high-altitude climb perf o rm ance was
only marg i nally bet t er. And ho t - an d - h i g h
t a ke o ff perf o rm ance pro v ided by the -5AR
eng i nes actually fell sho rt of that furni s he d
by the CF700s. In late 1991, the modifica-
t ion was upgraded with 4, 750 - p o u n d -
t h rust -5BR eng i nes, su b s t antially impro v-
i ng the 731 Falcon 20 ’s ho t - and-high ai r-
p o rt numbers, as well as its high-altitude
climb and cru i se perf o rm an c e .

A c c o rd i ng to oper ators, the re su l t i ng
731 Falcon 20 is a gre at eng i ne / ai rf r a m e
c om b i nat ion. Pa s seng ers can spre ad out in
a 700-cubic-foot cabin, a space with one -
sixth more volume than the next larg e s t
m idsize ai rcraft, the Haw ker 800. No rm a l
c ru i se speeds range from 450 to 460
K TAS. Oper ators say they can fill the
t anks, fill the se ats and then com f o rt ab l y
fly the ai rcraft 2,000 nm and land with
N B AA IFR re serves. On average work-a-
day missions, oper ators can use ai r p o rt s
with 4,000-foot ru n w a y s .

Want perf o rm ance and cabin com f o rt to
m atch the 731 Falcon 20 in a new ai rc r a f t ?

P l an on spen d i ng $15 mil l ion to $18 mil-
l ion, if you’re steppi ng up into a new su per
m idsize jet .

“ I t ’s the fastest, largest cabin, long e s t -
r ange ai rcraft with such runway perf o rm-
ance for the price,” Vo l ker De m pel, Do l l a r
G ener a l ’s chief pilot, tells B / C A.

“It takes the prize for int er ior volume
and passeng er com f o rt,” says Ha l l ie
Mc G onigal, flight depart m ent mana g er
for J. M. Smuckers. “Besides,” she ad d s ,
“ i t ’s beautiful.”

“ I t ’s too bad Dassault doesn’t still buil d
t he ai rcraft,” Rich Av i at ion ’s Gord on
C z e l usta re f lec t s .

“ W here else could you find an ai r p l ane
with this cabin size, speed and range for
this price?” asks Donald Kus k ie, he ad of
AT&T Bro ad b an d ’s flight depart m ent. “It
runs circ les around an y t h i ng else in its
price rang e . ”

Of the 486 Falcon 20C (or “Stan d a rd ” ) ,
D, E and F models Dassault built, Don
S t er l i ng, Hone y we l l ’s mana g er of market-
i ng and sales for ret rofit programs, says
121 of them have been con v erted to the
731 Falcon 20 con f i g ur at ion. Most oper a-
tors tell B / C A t hey have $6.5 mil l ion to
$8.0 mil l ion invested in their 731 - p owere d

F a l c on 20s. A few invested as little as
$5 mil l ion in their ai rcraft, but some lat e
model con v er s ions sold for as much as $11
m il l ion with extensive avionics upgrad e s ,
new pai nt and re f ur b i s hed int er io r s .

Howe v er, demand for the 731 Falcon 20 s
has slowed in rec ent years as ne w, com pet i-
tive midsize ai rcraft have bec ome avail -
ab le. In ad d i t ion, oper ators are start i ng
to replace their 731 Falcon 20s with ai r-
craft that have larg er cabins and long er
r ange, albeit at con s id er ably higher pr i c e s .
As a re sult, there were 28 731 Falcon 20s on
t he market by early this year. And, as a
ru le, any time there is more than 10 per-
c ent of a model fle et for sale, asking pr i c e s
s t a rt to soften, accord i ng to Flet c her
A l d redge, editor of Vref Aircraft Va l u e
R e f e rence. With nearly one - q u a rt er of the
f le et for sale, this cre ates the best buyer ’s
m a r ket for 731 Falcon 20s in more than a
d ec ad e .

Does this mean a $4.5- to $7.5-mil l ion
731 Falcon 20 is a barg ain? It can be,
a c c o rd i ng to oper ators. It also can cost an
u n w a ry buyer se v eral hundred tho us an d
dollars in une x pected mai nt enance, over-
haul and re p air costs. Some of the se haz-
a rds can be avoided. Others are ine s c a p a -
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The 731 Falcon 20 has ramp appeal. The larger TFE731 engines make the classic Dassault design
appear more muscular.
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b le when oper at i ng a 20- or 30 - y e a r- o l d
b us i ness ai rcraft who se systems were
d e s i g ned in the 1960 s .

Here’s what oper ators, su pp l iers an d
m ai nt ai ners told us about how well the 731
F a l c on perf o rms its int ended mission .
T hey also told us how much it costs to fly,
su pp o rt and mai nt ai n .

Operator Profile
Most 731 Falcon 20 oper ators acquire d
t heir ai rcraft five or more years ago, there-
by enab l i ng them to gain plenty of exper i-
ence. A large majority are sing le - ai rc r a f t
o per ators. A dozen oper ate two or more
731 Falcon 20s. Some have as many as four.

W hen dec id i ng on the 731 Falcon 20,
o per ators fre q u ently evaluated other mid-
size ai rcraft, such as the Raythe on Haw ker
800, Citat ion III, IAI 1125 / 1125 SP As t r a

and Learjet 60. The dec i s ion to stay with
or purc h a se the 731 Falcon 20 boiled dow n
to its having the largest cabin volume, 0. 78
to 0. 80 Mach cru i se speed, full tank s / f u l l
se ats lo ad i ng fle x i b il i ty and nonstop rang e
on most mission s .

T he average BOW is 18, 600 pounds,
a c c o rd i ng to most oper ators, although a
few weigh only 18, 100 pounds. Som e
weigh as much as 19, 200 pounds with
o p t ional avionics, APU and int er io r
u p g r ades. App a rently most ai rcraft can
c a rry full fuel and full se ats. The he a v ie s t
ones are limited to five to six passeng er s
with full fuel, unless cert i f ied for the
o p t ional 30, 325-pound MTOW. No t ab l y,
ai rcraft with the most elab o r ate avioni c s
u p g r ades have the highest BOW s .

B / C A found a large variat ion in mission
pro f iles, but most oper ators say the i r

b re ad - an d - b u t t er missions are 1.5 to 2.0
ho urs long. The average lo ad factor is
t h ree to four passeng ers. Many oper at o r s
say they fly 550 to 600 ho urs per year. This
g roup of oper ators say their ai rcraft have
high dispatch re l i ab il i ty.

Den v er- b a sed Qwest, for example, says
it had oper ated each of its four 731 Falcon
20s as much as 800 ho urs per year. “We
went 29 months without a dispatch delay
or fail ure,” flight depart m ent mana g er
S t e v en Blo omed re p o rts. Qwest has since
p a red down to one 731 Falcon 20 an d
added other ai rcraft to its fle et .

“ We had only four or five depart ure
c an c e l l at ions in 11 years of service,” says
S m u c kers’ Mc G oni g a l .

A sec ond group of oper ators fly the i r
ai rcraft 250 to 300 ho urs per year. The i r
p a s seng er lo ad factors ty pically are lower.
T hey re p o rt lower dispatch re l i ab il i ty an d
m o re mai nt enance pro b lems, espec i a l l y
ones re l ated to fluid leaks, such as
hydraulic power cont rol uni t s .

Most oper ators say the y ’ re com f o rt ab le
f l y i ng their ai rcraft 2,000 miles, or ab o u t
five ho urs, 15 minutes. They also say that
Hone y we l l ’s range, speed and fuel burn
pro j ec t ions are highly accur ate, if not con-
serv ative. Hone y well claims a 731 Falcon
20 F, having a 9, 170-pound fuel capacity,
has a maximum range of 2, 369 nm with
N B AA IFR re serves at 0. 72 to 0. 74 Mach
long - r ange cru i se. Most oper ators, tho u g h ,
fly their ai rcraft at 0. 78 to 0. 80 Mach.

W hen depart i ng at MTOW, the ini t i a l
c ru i se altitude is FL 350 to FL 370, and per-
haps as high as FL 390 on ISA days. FL 410
is us ab le when the ai rcraft weight is 25,000
pounds or less and outside air temper at ure s
a re near stan d a rd - d a y, oper ators say.

C ru i s i ng at 0. 76 Mach, the first-ho ur
fuel burn is 2,000 pounds, the sec on d - ho ur
b urn is 1, 500 to 1, 650 pounds, and su b se-
q u ent ho urly fuel burns are about 1, 450 to
1, 550 pph. Fuel burn can be as little as
1, 200 pph at 0. 72 Mach at FL 410 near the
end of the long - r ange mission .

P us h i ng up the ai rcraft to 0. 78 to 0. 80
Mach cru i se, beyond the 0. 76 Mach “swe et
spot” in the drag curve, the first-ho ur fuel
b urn is clo ser to 2, 200 pph, the sec ond ho ur
fuel burn is 1, 800 pph, and su b se q u ent
ho urly fuel burn is 1, 500 to 1, 600 pp h .

Most oper ators told B / C A t hey budget
$ 1, 250 to $1, 450 per ho ur for direct oper at-
i ng costs, but that doesn’t include amort i-
z at ion of any annual fixed or long - t erm
c a pital costs.

W hen asked to name their five favorite
f e at ures about the 731 Falcon 20, oper at o r s
lauded the ai rc r a f t ’s han d l i ng character i s-
tics, stab le ride — especially through tur-
b u lence — dispatch re l i ab il i ty, cabin com-
f o rt and low noise levels, cru i se spe e d ,
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The interiors of most Falcon 20 aircraft are completely redone during the 12- to 16-week engine
conversion process, thereby providing Falcon 50EX-class cabin comfort and passenger amenities.
G a rrett Aviation’s Springfield, Ill., facility fitted the aircraft below with high-gloss wood-veneer
cabinetry, a completely redone aft lavatory and a space-efficient forward galley with microwave oven.
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r ange and runway perf o rm ance. Sever a l
o per ators also pr ai sed the perf o rm ance of
t he optional Hone y well GTC 36 - 150 APU.

M any oper ators com p l i m ent a r il y
described the 731 Falcon 20 as being an
“old man ’s ai r p l ane.” Da s s a u l t ’s design/
b u ild quality also ranked high with oper a-
tors. “It’s a real joy to fly bec a use of the
c ont rol harm on y,” Candace Co v i ng t on ,
VC Jets LLC’s flight depart m ent mana g er,
told B / C A.

Howe v er, toppi ng the list of oper at o r s ’
le a s t - l i ked feat ures are spare parts avail ab il-
i ty and cost. Ro t ab le com p onent spare s ,
e s pecially from French man u f a c t urers, are
i n c re a s i ngly hard to find. Da s s a u l t ’s stocks
of overh a u led and exchange parts are dry-
i ng up, oper ators say.

C h ronic spares sho rtages have spaw ne d
an alternate parts su pply market from out-
s ide vendors such as Global Tr ade Gro u p
( w w w. g lo b a l - t r ad e . net). The firm, with
o ffices in Po rtsmouth, N.H., and Co r a l
S pr i ngs, Fla., has a $14 - m il l ion spare s
i n v ent o ry and its own metal fab r i c at ion
f a c il i ty, accord i ng to Pat Cuiffo, a senio r
p a rt ner at Glo b a l .

S m u c kers’ mai nt enance chief Mark
Ker s hey also rec om m ends Co s g ro v e ,
Co r p o r ate Ro t ab le and Supp l y, an d
Av i at ion Mat erials Mana g e m ent for part s
su pp l ies. Ker s hey claims that most 731
F a l c on 20 parts aren ’t any hard er to obtai n
t h an tho se for a Raythe on Haw ker 800 or
C i t at ion III .

S p a r se external baggage ro om was fre-
q u ently ment ioned as a sho rt c om i ng. Add-
on aft baggage com p a rt m ent modifica-
t ions are avail ab le, but they restrict access
to mai nt enance com p onents in the aft
e q u i p m ent bay, oper ators say.

A g i ng ai rcraft issues are an o t her big
c on c ern for oper ators. The y ’ re worr ie d
t h at non - ro t ab le parts, such as ai rf r a m e
skins, fluid tubes and stru c t ural frames,

may not be avail ab le in the future. Man y
of the se com p onents have been out of reg-
ular pro d u c t ion since the late 1980s. Som e
re p l a c e m ent parts must be made to ord er,
if the y ’ re avail ab le at all.

M any oper ators say Dassault doesn’t
su pp o rt the Falcon 20 / 200 fle et as well as
models still in pro d u c t ion, even tho u g h
t he se ai rcraft re pre sent one - t h i rd of all
F a l c ons built to dat e .

“ Dassault Falcon Jet parts su pp o rt
leaves som et h i ng to be desired. Som e -
times I feel tre ated like a re d he ad e d
s t e p c h ild,” remarks Da v id Logan, who
f l ies Serial Number 0048, a 1966 Stan d a rd
model, for No b le Dril l i ng in Ho us t on .
“And their parts prices are too damne d
high,” Logan adds, ec ho i ng the com m ent s
he a rd from many oper at o r s .

To help remedy the chronic Falcon
20 / 200 ai rframe parts sho rtages, in lat e
2001 Dassault Bo rdeaux and Da s s a u l t
F a l c on Jet at Little Rock, Ark., moved
most tooling for both models to an
u p g r aded DFJ mai nt enance and overh a u l
f a c il i ty at Wil m i ng t on, Del. The tools now

have been installed and calibrat e d .
Tr an s l at ion and digital scanni ng of blue-
pr i nts is currently in pro g ress. DFJ esti-
m ates that its Wil m i ng t on facil i ty will start
to produce and deliver Falcon 20 / 200 ai r-
frame parts, along with cont rol surf a c e s ,
for Falcon 50 / 2000 / 900s in the sec on d
q u a rt er of this year, thereby incre a s i ng
i n v ent o r ie s .

Pa rts avail ab il i ty and pr i c i ng issu e s ,
c om b i ned with highly sophisticated sys-
tems, make the 731 Falcon 20 more expen-
sive to oper ate than other midsize ai rc r a f t ,
a c c o rd i ng to oper ators. But the ai rc r a f t ’s
he a v y - i ron ai rframe systems, Falcon Jet
h an d l i ng qualities and cabin size also put it
i nto a class by itself, they ad d .

Report Card
Oper ators who fly the ai rcraft 550 ho ur s
per year or more generally give it higher
marks than low - u t il i z at ion oper at o r s .
“This ai rcraft loves to be flown and it
d o e s n ’t like to sit on the ground,” com-
m ents one. “It has to be exerc i sed reg u l a r-
l y,” Smuckers’ Mc G onigal ad v i ses. “The
worst thing you can do to a Falcon is not
fly it,” observes Hone y we l l ’s Ster l i ng .

H i g h - u t il i z at ion oper ators generally rat e
t he basic Dassault Falcon 20 ai rframe as
“ e x c e l lent,” with a few “good” rat i ng s .
T he Hone y well TFE731-5BR tur b o f an
eng i nes received mostly “excellent” rat-
i ngs, particularly bec a use of their re l i ab il i-
ty. The -5AR eng i nes also are very re l i ab le ,
but oper ators said the -5BR pro v id e s
much improved runway and high-altitude
climb perf o rm ance. Current l y, the base
price for the -5BR eng i ne upgrade is $4.2
m il l ion, accord i ng to Sam Haycraft, for-
m erly a senior mana g er with Garret t
Av i at ion ’s Spr i ng f ield, Ill., facil i ty.

T he optional Hone y well GTCP 36 - 150
u p g r ade received high marks, espec i a l l y
w hen com p a red to the ai rc r a f t ’s origina l ,
o p t ional Micro t urbo Sa pp h i re or
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Some operators have chosen Rockwell Collins Pro Line IV avionics, giving their aircraft the
appearance and functionality of a new Falcon 50EX.

The original factory “steam gauge” panel offers limited 21st-century airspace capabilities.
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S u n d s t r and (nee Solar) T- 39 APUs. The
G TCP 36 - 150 installat ion is approved for
inflight oper at ion, thereby enab l i ng oper a-
tors to boost bleed air avail ab il i ty for he at-
i ng and cooling. The installat ion costs
$ 330,000, Haycraft says. The Micro t ur b o
and Solar APUs are not approved for
inflight oper at ion, and they produce con-
s id er ably less bleed ai r, oper ators say.

Most ai rframe systems received at le a s t
“good” grades, with some oper at o r s
aw a rd i ng “excellent” marks. About one -
f o urth of the oper ators surveyed re p o rt
pre s sur i z at ion bumps on take o ff. Man y
also com p l ain that the ai rc r a f t ’s ABG-
SEMCA tur b o - c om pressor air cycle
m a c h i ne has medio c re re f r i g er at ion per-
f o rm ance and costs as much as $30,000 to
re p air if it bre a k s .

Fuel quant i ty indicat ion pro b lems aff l i c t
s ome ai rcraft. A handful of oper at o r s
re p o rt fuel, hydraulic and oxygen le a k s ,
p a rticularly if the ai rcraft sits on the
g round for long per iods of time. A few
o per ators also com p l ain the ai rc r a f t
d o e s n ’t have enough oxygen capacity for
e x t ended, overw at er mission s .

Most ai rcraft had avionics upgrades to
c om p le m ent the eng i ne ret rofit. A few ai r-
craft had been fitted with Hone y well (aka
A l l ie d S i g nal) Bendix EFS10. Oper ators say
t he se systems are he a v y, not part i c u l a r l y
re l i ab le and difficult to su pp o rt. Many ai r-
craft also have been fitted with Hone y we l l
GNS-Xls FMS boxes. Early -Xls pro d u c-
t ion units were plagued with poor re l i ab il i-
ty. Late model units are much impro v e d ,
but not flaw less, oper ators tell B / C A.

L at er avionics upgrades include
Uni v ersal Av ionics Systems’ UNS-1 ser ie s
FMS boxes. Most oper ators give the
UNS-1 FMS “excellent,” with a few
“good,” rat i ng s .

Ro c k well Collins Pro Line I and II rad io

packages, with EFS85 or EFS86 an d
A P S 85 autopilots, were fitted to man y
ne wer 731 Falcon 20s. UNS-1 or GNS-
Xls FMS boxes usually were included in
t he upgrade. The total package costs ab o u t
$ 1 . 375 mil l ion. Oper ators re p o rt “good” or
“ e x c e l lent” perf o rm ance for the se pack-
ages, including both FMS option s .

Ne wer upgrade packages include dual
digital air data com p u t ers, making appro-
pr i ately equipped ai rcraft eligible for
RVSM cert i f i c at ion in accord ance with a
Dassault Falcon Jet service bullet i n .

A few of the latest 731 Falcon 20 ai rc r a f t
have been fitted with Pro Line IV int e-
g r ated avionics packages, which can cost
as much as $1.8 mil l ion installed. This
u p g r ade gives the ai rcraft the same
a ppe a r ance and functiona l i ty as a Falcon
50EX, including easy RVSM cert i f i c at ion .

O v erall, oper ators say the ai rc r a f t ,
eng i nes and avionics are highly re l i ab le ,
but ai rframe systems are dated com p a re d
to ne wer Falcon models. Some oper at o r s
wish Falcon 50 / 200 systems upgrades were
a v ail ab le for their 731 Falcon 20 s .

Potentially Major Maintenance
Expenses, Plus Aging Aircraft Issues

As ked about the top five mai nt enan c e
i s sues, oper ators fre q u ently ment ione d
c o rro s ion damage as the first con c ern .
This is most com m only det ected dur i ng
c ert ain sche d u led mai nt enance inspec t ion s .

S c he d u led mai nt enance for the 731
F a l c on 20 is divided into 300 - f l i g h t -
ho ur / s i x - m onth A basic visual inspec t ion ,
serv i c i ng and lubricat ion checks; 1, 200 -
ho ur B checks dur i ng which oper at iona l
and functional checks are con d u c t e d ;
2, 400 - ho ur/two-year Z ai rframe int eg r i ty,
c om p onent at t a c h m ent and corro s ion

c hecks; six-year C checks dur i ng which
d et ailed ai rframe and system inspec t ion s
a re perf o rmed; and a 24-year Major
Co rro s ion Inspec t ion (MCI), re pe ated at
su b se q u ent 12-year int ervals in accord an c e
with a DGAC ai rw o rt h i ness direc t i v e .
Dassault also re q u i res a tho rough 20,000 -
c y c le / 30,000 - f l i g h t - ho ur service life exten-
s ion inspec t ion .

Co rro s ion damage will be det ected most
l i kely dur i ng the sec ond C inspec t ion ,
c onducted at 12-year int ervals. The 2C
c heck re q u i res removal of bottom wing
p anels and int ernal inspec t ion of wing fuel
t anks. The 2C “tank and plank” inspec t ion
also includes com p lete disassembly of the
c abin int er ior to check for fuselage corro-
s ion and lubricate cont rol rod link a g e s .

T he flat - r ate charge for a basic A chec k
is $5,000 to $6,000, and $6,000 to $7,000
for the sec ond A check, Haycraft esti-
m ates. Every 1, 200 flight ho urs, or two
years, Dassault re q u i res an extended A
c heck, known as a 2A+ inspec t ion, ty pi c a l-
ly priced at $12,000 to $14,000 at Garret t
Av i at ion and most mai nt enance facil i t ie s .
M any oper ators elect to perf o rm A chec k s
i n - ho use with their own mec h ani c s .

B check flat rates range from $9,000 to
$ 13,000, reg a rd less of int erval multiple .
S i m il a r l y, the flat rate for a 24 - m onth Z
c heck is $19,000 to $21,000, reg a rd less of
m u l t i p le. A few oper ators perf o rm both B
and Z checks in-ho use .

T h i ngs start to get expensive with the C
c hecks. The flat rate for the first C chec k
ty pically is $45,000. The estimated cost of a
2C “tank and plank” inspec t ion is $80,000
to $90,000. Vi rtually all of the se inspec-
t ions are done by authorized service cen-
t ers, such as the Garret t - S pr i ng f ield facil i-
ty; Garret t ’s com p leted the vast majority of
t he TFE731 eng i ne con v er s ion s .

T he MCI, while not as extensive an
i n s pec t ion as the 2C, nonet he less ru n s
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Honeywel l TFE731-5BR engines are highly
reliable, operators re p o rted. Avoid the earlier
-5AR engines. They don’t have enough takeoff or
high-altitude thrust.

Many 731 Falcon 20 aircraft have been fitted
with an STCed aft baggage compartment that
shares space with the aft equipment bay.

The trailing-link main landing gear makes for
passenger-pleasing smooth touchdowns. Larg e
rolling stock and wheel brakes provide excellent
stopping power.
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$ 65,000 to $70,000, accord i ng to the flat -
r ate estimator used by most autho r i z e d
service cent ers. Aircraft built before Ser i a l
N u m b er 385 were originally con s t ru c t e d
with fuselage skins spot-welded to ai r-
frame ribs and string ers to save we i g h t ,
m a k i ng them especially prone to corro-
s ion. Lat er model ai rcraft have che m i c a l l y
m il led skins riveted to the ai rframe su b-
s t ru c t ure, similar to the Falcon 50 and 200,
and are much less prone to corro s ion .

Oper ators tell B / C A t h at the Serv i c e
B u l letin 701 windshield frame upgrad e ,
k n own as the Embellisher Modificat ion, is
highly desirab le. The SB improves access
to the individual windshield panels an d
g ets rid of old-sty le insu l at ion that traps
m o i s t ure .

Now the kicker. Dassault Falcon Jet
i n s id ers tell B / C A to double the flat - r at e

cost to account for unsche d u led re p airs an d
s q u awk re m e d ies. Oper ators tell B / C A t he y
f re q u ently multiply the sche d u led mai nt e-
nance flat rate by 2.5 for budget i ng pur p o s-
es. As a re sult, a 2C check and an MCI can
run $250,000 to $350,000 or more .

T he lan d i ng gear of Falcon 20 ai rc r a f t
m ust be overh a u led at 12- to 15-year int er-
vals, depen d i ng upon part numbers. The
pro c e d ure is flat rated at $35,000 to
$ 50,000 for each main lan d i ng gear stru t
and $42,000 to $45,000 for the nose stru t .
Un s c he d u led re p l a c e m ent of int erna l
l an d i ng gear parts can incre a se the total
cost to $160,000 to $180,000.

O t her on - c on d i t ion com p onents also
m ust be per iodically replaced. The wind-
s h ield panels, for example, must be
replaced if they bec ome delaminated or if
one of the cent er three electrically he at e d
p anels fails a con d u c t i v i ty check. Pa rts cost
a lone runs $7,000 to $21,000.

Oper ators ad v i se potential buyers of 731
F a l c on 20 ai rcraft to look clo sely at sche d-
u led mai nt enance inspec t ion stat us and to
have a Falcon 20 specialist conduct a com-
pre hensive pre - p urc h a se inspec t ion to
a v o id ru nni ng into big bills. One oper at o r,
for example, says his com p any spent
$ 600,000 on an inspec t ion that had been
f l at rated at $100,000.

Worth the Investment?
Oper ators gave the 731 Falcon 20 a con d i-
t ional thumbs up. “We’ve just not been
ab le to find a bet t er trad e o ff of perf o rm-
ance ver sus capital investment and dail y
o per at i ng costs,” Jim Lara, Sea Ray’s chie f
pilot, tells B / C A.

“ Our exper ience has been very good an d
o ur pe o p le, our cus t om ers, like the ai r-
craft,” says one Mid west oper at o r. Tho se
c om m ents were similar to ones he a rd from
m any other oper at o r s .

L ong - t erm, though, oper ators also

e x press con c ern about su pp o rt, part s
a v ail ab il i ty and parts pr i c i ng. Da s s a u l t ’s
product su pp o rt received mixed re v ie w s
f rom oper ators, but DFJ is taking positive
steps tow a rd impro v i ng parts su pp l ie s .
Hone y well received high marks for su p-
p o rt i ng the eng i ne and APU, but oper a-
tors says the high re l i ab il i ty of the
T F E 731 eng i nes makes Hone y we l l ’s su p-
p o rt job easy.

G lobal Tr ade Group and other sec on d -
t ier su pp l iers help su pp le m ent parts su pp l y
f rom DFJ and ai rframe system com p onent
m an u f a c t urer s .

S ome oper ators also point out that the
731 Falcon 20 ’s ho t - and-high take o ff an d
sec on d - seg m ent climb perf o rm ance is
m o re restrictive than that of ne wer mid s i z e
ai rcraft. And the ai rcraft definitely ne e d s
m o re external baggage volume, accord i ng
to a half-dozen oper at o r s .

All in all, though, oper ators believe the i r
ai rcraft off er the largest and quietest cab i n ,
t he best perf o rm ance, the nicest han d l i ng
and the highest quality of any midsize ai r-
craft priced under $8 mil l ion .

T hey also concede the 731 Falcon 20
has a con s id er ab le int ang i b le ad v ant a g e .
“It just looks gre at on the ramp,” se v er a l
o per ators say. With re s a le prices current l y
d e pre s sed to the lowest levels in a dec ad e ,
b u y i ng and oper at i ng 731 Falcon 20 ai r-
craft could prove to be quite a barg ain —
if pro s pective oper ators conduct rigoro us
pre p urc h a se inspec t ions. B / C A
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The 731 Falcon 20F, having full-span leading-edge slats, offers impressive runway perf o rm a n c e ,
operators said.

Highly ef fective thrust reversers decre a s e
landing roll on contaminated runways and save
on wheel brake wear.

Falcon 20 Standard / D / E / F
Model Diff e re n c e s

1965 Through 196
Falcon 20 Standard:

Asking price................................$4.4 million 
to $6.7 million

Fuel capacity...................................8,442 lb
MTOW...........................................26,450 lb
Partial-span slats
Over-the-wing refueling

1969 Through 1970 Falcon 20D:
Asking price................................$5.7 million
Fuel capacity...................................8,978 lb
MTOW...........................................27,337 lb
Partial-span slats
Over-the-wing refueling

1971 Through 1975 Falcon 20E:
Asking price...........................................N/A 

(No aircraft currently offered for resale)
Fuel capacity...................................8,978 lb
MTOW...........................................28,660 lb
Partial-span slats
Over-the-wing refueling

1971 Through 1984 Falcon 20F:
Asking price........$5.9 million to $7.0 million
Fuel capacity...................................9,246 lb
MTOW...........................................29,100 lb
Full-span slats
Single-point pressure refueling


